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WEST TENNESSEE MAN PLEADSGUILTY IN WASTEWATER DUMPING CASE

A former Callierville wastewater treatment operator has pleaded guilty in a Shelby County Crimina
Court to discharging untreated sewage into the Wolfe River. Terry Williamstoday pleaded to three counts
of discharging raw sewage into the Wolf River and 11 counts of submitting false documentsto the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), all Class E felonies.

Williamswas sentenced to eight yearsin jail and ordered to pay $4,000in redtitution and fines. As
part of the agreement, Williams agreed to surrender hislicensefrom TDEC to operateboth the wastewater
treatment facility and drinking water system for the Town of Collierville.

Theinvestigation beganin April of 1997, after TDEC employeesdiscovered anillegal bypass
ingtdledat theCalliervilleWaste Water Treatment Fecility, alowing untreated wastewater todischargeinto
theWolfeRiver. TDEC officias noticed afoul odor whileinspecting asubdivision in close proximity to
the plant. In June, 1997, Williams left hisjob in Collierville.

Officia sa so discovered Williamshad submitted fal sereportsand test resultsto TDEC concerning
the discharge of wastewater. In addition, they found Williams, who was the licensed operator of the
drinking water system for Collierville, had falsified test results concerning the drinking water back to
January, 1993, potentially jeopardizing consumers' safety.

The prosecution of this case wasthe culmination of ajoint investigation by officidsof TDEC, the
Crimind Investigation Divison of the United States Environmenta Protection Agency, the Shelby County
Digtrict Attorney Genera’s Office, and the State Attorney General’ s Office.



